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Dear Sir: 

SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

In accordance with the provisions of 37 C.F.R. § 1.56 and 1.97, Applicants herewith 
submit the publications and/or patents shown on the attached form PTO/SB/08a, for 
consideration by the Examiner in connection with the examination of the above-identified patent 
application. 



I certify under 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(e)(1) that the presently listed references were cited in a 
communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application dated not more 
than three months prior to the filing of this Supplemental Information Disclosure Statement. A 
copy of this communication is enclosed. 
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It is respectfully requested that each of the documents shown on the attached form(s) 
PTO/SB/08a be made of record in this application. Copies of the United States Patents are not 
being submitted per the August 5, 2003, OG Notice regarding Supplemental Information 
Disclosure Statement filings. A copy is enclosed of the European Patent Office Communication 
for corresponding EP 00978601.3. 

Early examination and allowance of the present application are respectfully solicited. 



Applicants do not believe that any fees are due by virtue of the filing of this 
Supplemental Information Disclosure Statement; if, however, any fee is required to enable this 
Supplemental Information Disclosure Statement considered by the United States Patent and 
Trademark Office, charge any such required fee to Deposit Account No. 19-0733. 



FEE AUTHORIZATION 



Respectfully submitted. 
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